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my mind served to clear the political atmosphere in this country. No community can
advance in material prosperity without securing political advancement. Members
of other communities, more particularly my Hindu brethren, are doing their utmost
to advance and to take the fullest advantage which their majority affords to them in
democratic bodies :and institutions. They have a natural advantage over you. In
every walk of life you have been left far behind. We stand to-day at the parting of
the ways. The Simon Commission has visited India and its report is being awaited.

If the Round Table Conference takes place as proposed I for one firmly believe
that much good will come out of it. To refuse to join it would be to my mind an
act of political folly. Swaraj is in sight and it may come sooner than some expect.
The question is, will the Moslems (all the Moslems of India) realise their responsibility,
make a spurt and take their proper place in the Councils of the country, or will they
lag behind and become hewers of wood and drawers of water? The plain question
is, are you going to take your legitimate place in the life and politics of this country
by preparing yourselves for shouldering the responsibilities and performing the
duties of the position and attain to that high status which your past history and
past connections with this country entitle you, or are you going to follow the same
policy of sloth which has brought you so low and which will take you more and
more down the abyss of ignorance and misery ?

There can be no political advancement in a community without education.   Politi-
cal advancement and education are closely inter-twined.   What steps have you under
taken to introduce even primary education among all the members of your community t
Look at the injunctions contained in our religion.     In my view the  injunctions are
so strong as to make it compulsory on every  Moslem male or female to educate
himself or  herself.   What have you done to educate yourself ?   What is  the per-
centage of the educated among you ?   I am unable to speak about  these  percentages
among the Muslims of all India.   But I know figures for  Bombay.   The number of
Muslim students in the colleges in the Bombay Presidency is  less  than the  number
of women students of the other communities    I want a band of selfless  workers who
would in the way of the Lord be ready to devote their time and attention to  the
advancement of their brethren.   Our arts, our sciences, our literatures  ( Persian and
Arabic) are being rapidly forgotten.   The Persian language was the court language
of this country during the Moslem rule,    The original histories of Moslem rule in
India are written in that language,    Some  of the greatest names in Persian literature
are the names of those who wrote books and  poetry under the Moslem rulers.    May
I mention the names of Abul  Fazal Fyzee, Amir Khusrow Iraqi and Urfi ?   To turn
to Arabic, a language rich in learning.    Our holy Quran is written in Arabic.   The
great commentaries in the Quran, and authentic Islamic histories are in Arabic,   Our
ethics, philosophy, Ahadis,  Fiqh are enshrined in that language.    I feel that it is
absolutely necessary that at least a certain percentage  of our intelligent youths
should devote themselves to the acquiring of these languages and keeping alight
the lamp of Arabic and Persian learning.

Before parting with the subject of eduction may I point out that we Shias hold
in our hands a powerful instrument for the imparting of general education (more
particularly in Islamic history and Islamic religion) in the Roza Khani or Majlises
that are being held all over India during the two months of Mohorram and of Safar,
as well as on Thursday evenings, during the rest of the year. The great love of a
Shia for the Imams and particularly the Lord of the martyr Imam Husein will
preclude general lectures on history, philosophy or ethics being given during the first
twelve days of the Mohorram, but after that if care is taken to have men of real
learning to go on the pulpit and to convey religious instruction and introduce their
audience to Islamic history and to principles of Shariat ethics, and of philosophy, a
great advance will be made in generally educating the people to think rightly and
to act rightly. I have the honour of being the managing trustee of the Persian
Mosque at Bombay. I have made it a condition with our leader of prayers (a gentle-
man of considerable learning and ideal moral character) to preach on the principles
of the Shariat every evening for half an hour after the Isha prayers. He has been
^Olng* it for more than half an hour every evening, but I am sorry to say that the
response we have so far received is not in accordance with our expectations. If the
same; Is done In at least some of the principal mosques of the great cities